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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT EVANS AND NOVAK OP-ED PAGE COLUMN 
THE WASHINGTON POST, MONDAY, AUGUST 9, HEADED "SALT II 
STRATEGY." 

2. PRESIDENT FORD HAS QUIETLY CHANGED FROM IMPARTIAL ARBI- 
TER OF ARMS CONTROL DISAGREEMENTS WITHIN HIS ADMINISTRATION 
TO FORCEFUL ADVOCATE OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S LATEST SALT 
OPTION, WHICH HARDLINERS CLAIM FLIRTS WITH DISASTER FOR THE 
U.S. AND THE WEST. 

3. ASSUMING MR. FORD'S NOMINATION AND SUBSEQUENT FREEDOM 
FROM RONALD REAGAN'S RESTRAINING INFLUENCE, HE IS EXPECTED 
TO PRESS HARD FOR ANOTHER STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION (SALT) 
TREATY WITH THE SOVIET UNION BEFORE THE NOV. 2 ELECTION. 
WHAT’S MORE, IT IS NOW CLEAR THAT MR. FORD IS PREPARED TO 
BUY THAT TREATY AT HIGH COST: SACRIFICING U.S. CRUISE MIS- 
SILES WHILE THE SOVIETS KEEP THEIR NEW BACKFIRE BOMBER. 
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4. THE LAST LINE OF RESISTANCE IS HELD BY SECRETARY OF 
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DEFENSE DONALD RUMSFELD AND THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF. 

IN RECENT TOP SECRET MEETINGS, THEY HAVE BEEN UNUSUALLY 
TOUGH AND PLUCKY IN STANDING UP TO THE PRESIDENT AND 
SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER. BUT MR. FORD SEEMS SO 
DETERMINED TO HAVE A SALT II AGREEMENT THIS FALL THAT 
THERE IS LITTLE OPTIMISM THE PENTAGON WILL PREVAIL. 

5. A SALT II TREATY HAS BEEN PREVENTED FOR 18 MONTHS BY 
TWO NEW WEAPONS SYSTEMS CONSIDERED TO BE IN THE GRAY AREA 
OF STRATEGIC WEAPONS: THE SOVIETS HAVE THE BACKFIRE BOM- 
BER; THE U.S. HAS MINIATURE-MOTORED CRUISE MISSLES, WHICH 
CAN BE LAUNCHED FROM PLANES OR SHIPS AND WHICH MOSCOW CAN- 
NOT DUPLICATE TODAY. THE QUESTION: SHALL THEY BE INCLUDED 
IN THE LIMIT OF 2,400 OFFENSIVE DELIVERY VEHICLES EACH FOR 

THE U.S. AND THE SOVIET UNION AGREED TO BY MR. FORD AND 
SECRETARY LEONID BREZHNEV AT VLADIVOSTOK IN 1974? 

6. SEVERAL OPTIONS WERE BEFORE THE NATIONAL SECURITY 
COUNCIL (NSC) JULY 30 WHEN IT CONSIDERED ARMS CONTROL FOR 
THE LAST TIME BEFORE THE KANSAS CITY CONVENTION. BUT THE 
OPTION GENERATING ATTENTION IS DR. KISSINGER'S LATEST PRO- 
POSAL, REGARDED BY MANY EXPERTS AS CERTAIN TO WIN SOVIET 
ASSENT. 

7. IT WOULD LIMIT CRUISE MISSILES BY COUNTING THEM UNDER 
THE STRATEGIC CEILING, DELIVERING A FATAL BLOW TO THE 
WEAPONS SYSTEM THE PENTAGON CONSIDERS VITAL FOR CONVENTIONA 
WARFARE. BUT THE KREMLIN WOULD BE PERMITTED TO GO AHEAD 
PRODUCING (UNDER A MEANINGLESS SPECIAL CEILING) BACKFIRE 
BOMBERS, AIR REFUELABLE AND POSSESSING OBVIOUS STRATEGIC 
POTENTIAL. 

8. IN RETURN, THE SOVIET UNION WOULD BE FORCED TO MAKE THI 
SUPPOSED CONCESSION: A REDUCTION IN THE 2,400 STRATEGIC 
VEHICLE CEILING - PERHAPS BY 100, PERHAPS 200, PERHAPS EVE 
MORE. THE ARGUMENT FOR THE KISSINGER OPTION BOILS DOWN TO 
THIS: IF MOSCOW IS REALLY PREPARED TO REDUCE ITS OVERALL 
NUCLEAR WARMAKING ABILITY. WHY QUIBBLE OVER A FEW GRAY-AREA 
WEAPONS? 
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9. TO MAKE THIS ARGUMENT. IT IS NECESSARY TO PROVE THAT 
THE BACKFIRE IS NOT AND COULD NOT BECOME A STRATEGIC WEAPON 
ACCORDINGLY. KISSINGER'S POSITION IS STRENGTHENED BY A TOP 
SECRET STUDY OF THE BACKFIRE, PERFORMED BY MCDONNELL-DOUGLA 

CORP., UNDER CONTRACT TO THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
(CIA), SHOWING A BACKFIRE ONE-WAY RANGE OF ONLY 
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3,400 MILES. 

10. FURIOUS PENTAGON EXPERTS, CURSING BOTH THE CIA AND 
MCDONNELL-DOUGLAS, CALL THE STUDY WORTHLESS AND CLAIM THE 
BACKFIRE IS A TRUE STRATEGIC WEAPON WITH A 6,000 MILE 
RANGE. 

1 1 . MOREOVER, THE KISSINGER OPTION DOES NOT EVEN CONSIDER 

YET ANOTHER GRAY-AREA WEAPONS SYSTEM DEVELOPED BY INGENIOUS 
SOVIET TECHNICIANS: THE SS-20 MISSILE. WHILE CLAIMED TO 
BE JUST SHORT OF INTERCONTINENTAL RANGE, IT COULD BE HASTILY 
CONVERTED INTO A STRATEGIC WEAPON. THUS, THE KISSINGER 
OPTION WOULD PERMIT DEVELOPMENT OF TWO POTENTIALLY STRATEGIC 
SOVIET SYSTEMS, THE BACKFIRE AND THE SS-20, OUTSIDE THE 
STRATEGIC CEILING - NO MATTER HOW LOW THAT CEILING GOES. 


12. THE MILITARY CHIEFS, MORE PASSIVE THAN PENTAGON 
CIVILIANS IN RECENT YEARS, ARE NOW FIGHTING HARD OVER 
SALT II. THE ESTIMABLE GEN. FREDERICK WEYAND, LAME DUCK 
ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF AND LONG THE TOUGHEST OF THE CHIEFS, 

HAS BEEN JOINED BY GEN. GEORGE S. BROWN, RECENTLY CONFIRMED 
FOR ANOTHER TERM AS CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS. BROWN'S 
CONVERSION MAY HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY THE PRODDING IN 
SECRET CONFIRMATION HEARINGS BY HARD-LINE SEN. HENRY M. 
JACKSON, WHO ENDED UP VOTING FOR HIM. 

13. THE REAL HOPES OF THE HARD-LINERS REST WITH SECRETARY 
RUMSFELD. NORMALLY A TRIMMER, HE IS NOW TALKING PLAIN AND 
HARD: THE BACKFIRE IS A STRATEGIC WEAPON, NO MATTER WHAT 
THE CIA SAYS, AND IT IS INTOLERABLE TO PERMIT THE BACKFIRE 
WHILE SACRIFICING CRUISE MISSILES. THAT'S WHAT RUMSFELD 

IS SAYING NOT ONLY PRIVATELY BUT IN HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS. 
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14. WERE RUMSFELD AND KISSINGER IN A GREAT DEBATE FOR THE 
PRESIDENT'S MIND, THE ISSUE WOULD BE IN DOUBT. BUT THE 
GERALD FORD OF 1976, AFTER SO MUCH TIME AT DR. KISSINGER'S 
SIDE, IS NOT THE STRATEGIC ARMS NEOPHYTE WHO ENTERED OFFICE 
24 MONTHS AGO ON AUG. 9, 1974. "IT WOULD BE WRONG 

TO CALL FORD A PUPPET OF HENRY." SAYS ONE WELL-INFORMED HAR 
LINER ON CAPITOL HILL. "I THINK HE IS NOW A CONVINCED AND 
COMMITTED DISCIPLE." 

15. IF THIS IS CORRECT, IT IS DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE THE 
PENTAGON STAGING A REAL REVOLT. THAT IS WHY THE FORD ADMI- 
NISTRATION, IN WHAT COULD BE ITS FINAL MAJOR ACT, MAY 
EXCHANGE REDUCED OVERALL STRATEGIC LIMITS FOR CLEAR SOVIET 
ADVANTAGES IN GRAY-AREA SYSTEMS - A COST MILITARY EXPERTS 
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SAY IS MUCH TOO HIGH TO PAY. END TEXT. HABIB 
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